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First Parish is a Unitarian Universalist Association Welcoming Congregation. We 
warmly welcome gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people into our community. 

Large print orders of service and hymnals are available from an usher. ​
Assisted Listening Devices are available when worship is in the Sanctuary. 

FPC currently has a masks-optional policy throughout the church. In the 
Sanctuary, several back rows with accessible seating are “mask-required.” 

FPC is on the web at fpc-stow-acton.org and on Facebook. 
 



December 7, 2025: 10:00 a.m. 

Gathering 

Prelude​ ​ Improvisation on “Amazing Grace”​ Trevor Berens​
 ​ ​ ​ Accompanist 

Welcome & Announcements​ ​ Susan Avery, Worship Committee 

Opening Words​ by Emily Richards​ Rev. Erica Baron 

Chalice Lighting​ “The Ember of Hope,” by Lisa Doege​ Rev. Erica Baron 

* Hymn​ “Green”​ Sing Out Love​
​ Peter Mayer 

Centering 

* Covenant and Affirmation ​ ​  

Land Acknowledgement​ Susan Avery 

A Time for All Ages​ ​ Rayla D. Baldwin-Mattson 
​ ​ ​ Director of Religious Education 

Going Forth With the Light  “Our Love Surrounds You”​ Sing Out Love​
​ Chris Hossfeld 

Joys and Sorrows​ ​ Ingrid Holcomb, Lay Minister​
Joys and Sorrows is a time for the things on our hearts and minds to be 
heard by the gathered community. If you would like a follow-up call by a 
lay minister or the minister, email caring@fpc-stow-acton.org. 

Meditation​ ​  

* Hymn #52 ​ “In Sweet Fields of Autumn”​ Singing the Living Tradition 

Exploring 

Reading​ “Another Human Miracle”​ Rev. Erica Baron​
​ ​ Monica Dobbins 

* Please rise in body or in spirit 



Sharing Our Gifts ​
This month we share our weekly offering with Boston Area Gleaners.​
You may donate by check made out to First Parish Church, ​
online at fpc-stow-acton.org/donate, or text (978) 310-3309.  

Anthem​ ​ “Hope”​ FPC Choir​
​ ​ Jason Robert Brown 

I come to sing a song about hope.​
I’m not inspired much right now,​
     but even so,​
I came out here to sing a song.​
     So here I go.​
I guess I think that if I tinker​
     long enough one might appear.​
And look! It’s here.​
One verse is done.​
The work’s begun. 

I come to sing a song about hope.​
In spite of everything​
     ridiculous and sad,​
Though I’m beyond belief​
     depressed, confused, and mad.​
Well, I got dressed—​
I underestimated how much​
     that would take.​
I didn’t break​
Until right now.​
I sing of hope​
And don’t know how. 

So maybe I can substitute “strength,”​
Because I’m strong.​
I’m strong enough.​
I got through lots of things​
     I didn’t think I could,​
And so did you.​
I know that's true. 

And so we sing a song about hope.​
Though I can’t guarantee there’s​
     something real behind it,​
I have to try to show my daughters​
     I can find it.​
And so today—​
When life is crazy and impossible​
     to bear,​
It must be there.​
Fear never wins—​
That’s what I hope.​
See? I said “hope!”​
The work begins. 

Sermon​ “Partners in Hope“​ Rev. Erica Baron 

Returning 

* Hymn #1021 ​ “Lean On Me”​ Singing the Journey 

* Benediction​ “Fitted for this Day”​ Rev. Erica Baron​
​ ​ Rev. Kimberly Quinn Johnson 

* Closing Song 



Postlude​ ​ “Here Comes the Sun”​ Trevor Berens​
​ ​ George Harrison 

Greet Your Neighbor 

*     *     * 

Thank you to:​
Kim Kinnear, Zoom Host​

Marcia Rising, Carolyn Zettler, Ushers​
Susan and Kevin O’Brien, Coffee Hosts​

Our staff and leadership 

To our visitors, thank you for coming! ♥​
We hope you found what you’re looking for and that you’ll return. Here’s how to keep 
connecting with our people and programs: 

●​ Fill out a Visitor Card in your pew or online (QR code)  
●​ Watch these pages for newcomer events: 

o​ Newcomer Coffees - Meet the minister and other 
newcomers 

o​ UU Journey classes - Learn about UU history, 
spirituality, mission, and traditions 

●​ Check out our website, www.fpc-stow-acton.org  ​
There is so much happening at FPC! Our homepage and 
“Church Life” tab detail our events and programs. 

●​ Subscribe to our e-newsletters & email groups (QR code) 
 

⚞ Today at FPC ⚟ 

10:00 am ​ Children’s Chapel. All volunteers, children, and youth should meet​
 ​  in the Vestry at 10:00. 

11:00 am ​ Coffee Hour - Fellowship Hall​
 ​ Stewardship Table, Southeast India Project 

11:30 am​ Special Congregational Meeting - Straw Vote on Merger w/UCMH​
 ​ Sanctuary & online - Ends at 1:30 pm. Please see the Announcements​
 ​ section on the next page for details.  

* Please rise in body or in spirit 



⚞ Today at FPC, cont’d ⚟ 

11:30 am ​ 4-6th Grade OWL, Session 2 - Classroom 5, lower level. ​
 ​ Ends at 2 pm. 

2-4 pm ​ 7-9th Grade OWL Parent Orientation - Community Room​
 ​ This is the second of two offerings of the mandatory parent/​
 ​ guardian orientation. If a family consists of more than one guardian, ​
 ​ all guardians must be present.   

 
⚞ Announcements ⚟ 

Straw Vote on Merger with UCMH TODAY, Sanctuary & online​
Please plan to attend this hybrid congregational meeting at 11:30 am. There are 
two motions on the agenda and one of them is the non-binding straw vote to 
consider whether our congregation will merge with the members of the 
Unitarian Church of Marlborough and Hudson. For the Zoom link and more 
context from the warrant’s language, please see our email in FPC Announce.  

Stewardship Campaign ​
Holiday Giving - Tis the season to give to others – family, friends, Toys for Tots, 
winter coat donations, our domestic violence gift drive, and so many others. In 
the midst of our feelings of generosity, we remind you to remember FPC. We 
need to have an idea of what our budget is for next church year so we can 
continue our work. Please consider pledging. Here’s how: 

 

- The FPC Stewardship Team: Andy Derr, Sharon Brownfield, Russ Hart, Peter 
Fiske, Ruth Lull 



The Southeast India Project ​
Now Collecting Family Photos and Donations of Vitamins and Toothpaste 

Twenty years ago, a tsunami hit the southeast coast of India, resulting in 
the loss of entire coastal fishing villages and thousands of lives, many of 
them children. FPC congregant Bob Tabor had just retired and 
immediately went to India and worked with several non-governmental 
organizations to lend aid in this humanitarian crisis. His wife Vicky 
joined him later. 

Having made several trips to the area myself, I ‘ve witnessed how Bob and Vicky 
have saved lives and provided hope:  

●​ helping to build roads that reach remote villages 
●​ delivering rice to starving families 
●​ financing school building projects  
●​ supplying micro loans to Dalit women - formerly Untouchables - who are 

now able to support themselves through organic farming, new computer 
skills, or purchasing cows.  

Bob also made contact with two orphanages of Dalit children, Mercy Home and 
WIDE Children’s Home, which resulted in an overseas connection with FPC families. 
We sent “friendship kits” of toys, art supplies, vitamins, and photos of our families 
and the orphanage sent back photos of their children. This has been enormously 
popular on both sides, and I have numerous pictures of these kids on my 
refrigerator. 
Unfortunately, it’s become difficult, expensive, and arduous to transport and travel 
to the orphanage with the four 50-pound friendship kits. We would like to make this 
easier by collecting the usual photos of families plus a year's worth of vitamins and 
toothpaste for each child. Bob will attempt to pick up other items once he is in India. 
We would also like it if you - children and adults - would include letters in which 
you tell a little about yourselves in order to get back a letter and 
photo from a child in India.  
When I was teaching RE to my daughter’s class many years ago, we 
did a unit on the old time UU Heroes, but we have present-day 
heroes right here in our FPC congregation. Bob and Vicky Tabor are 
among them. 
-Russell Hart, on behalf of Bob and Vicky Tabor​
We will collect items each Sunday at coffee hour until January 5th. 

 



Plate Sharing for December​
Boston Area Gleaners (BAG) is a nonprofit organization located at Stonefield 

Farm in Acton dedicated to supporting a more equitable, 
just, and sustainable food system. The Gleaners began as a 
small volunteer effort focused on “gleaning"—harvesting 
surplus crops that would otherwise go to waste-- and 
distributing this surplus to those without access to healthy 
food as a way to address food insecurity. Since the early 
2000’s, BAG has grown to be the largest gleaning 
organization in the northeast. Along with delivering fresh 
food to local food pantries, shelters, and meal programs 

across 40 communities in eastern Massachusetts, they provide trucking support 
to other non-profits and farms in need of resources. Their vision is to sustain a 
permanent agricultural supply chain that will improve the viability of local farms 
and the health of people in communities in the Boston metro area who have 
historically suffered from inequity in the food system. Your support is deeply 
appreciated. - Liaison Ellen Kisslinger 

 

⚞ This Week at FPC ⚟ 
Monday, December 8 ➤ 7-9 pm Jazz Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary)​
Any parishioner interested in sitting in with the band should contact Michael 
Paladini, Musical Director, at 508-633-3673 or mwpaladini@gmail.com.  

Tuesday, December 10 ➤6:30 pm Annual Holiday Cookie Swap (Comm. Rm.)​
A light reception, storytelling, sharing, and the fan favorite, the cookie swap. In 
addition to bringing cookies to swap (optional), we invite you to bring your 
favorite sweet or savory snacks. We’ll be offering hot mulled cider, wine and 
seltzer. To participate in the Cookie Swap, please bake 3 dozen of your favorite 

homemade nut-free cookies. Those who don’t want 
to bake, please come and enjoy holiday decorations, 
conversation, and listen to or share in the readings of 
poems or stories. So that we can plan, please RSVP to 
Lynda Layer at ldlayer89@comcast.net.  

 



Friday, December 12 ​
➤5:30-6:30pm Guest Table (Fellowship Hall)​
Our free community dinner on the second Friday of each month​
Doors open 5 pm ~ Dinner starts 5:30 ~ All are Welcome ~ No Charge!  ​
Menu: Pizza, salad, desserts. Vegetarian, gluten-free, and dairy-free options 
available. All meals nut-free. 

➤6:30-8:00pm Friday Friends (Vestry)​
Young people ages 5 - 11 are invited to join Pat, Lindsay, Carolyn, and Justin for a 
night of games, snacks, and fun. Drop off and pick up is in the vestry as usual. 
Our main activity this month will be Holiday cookie making. We'll finish with 
our traditional flashlight hide and seek in our sanctuary.  

Saturday, December 13 ➤9:30am-12:30pm, Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

Sunday, December 14 ​
➤10:00 am - “Intergenerational Celebration: Bringing the Light” - Our 
Religious Education Program and Ministry - Join our religious education 
program and ministry team for a special intergenerational service where we 
celebrate bringing the light in the season of darkness. This service will feature 
story, song, and dance! (Sanctuary/online/phone) 

➤5:00 pm - "Dona Nobis Pacem: A Solstice Celebration"​
Music Director Chris Hossfeld conducts the FPC Choir with accompanist Trevor 
Berens and soprano Jessica Tunick Berens. The event is a multi-faith service with 
seasonal music, including Bach’s "Dona Nobis Pacem" and "Ubi Caritas" by Ola 
Gjeilo, whose compositional style is often described as cinematic and evocative, 
with a lush, harmonious sound. (Sanctuary/online/phone)  

 

 


