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First Parish is a Unitarian Universalist Association Welcoming Congregation. We 
warmly welcome gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people into our community. 

Large print orders of service and hymnals are available from an usher. ​
Assisted Listening Devices are available when worship is in the Sanctuary. 

FPC currently has a masks-optional policy throughout the church. In the 
Sanctuary, several back rows with accessible seating are “mask-required.” 

FPC is on the web at fpc-stow-acton.org and on Facebook. 
 



December 28, 2025: 10:00 a.m. 

Gathering 

Prelude​ ​ “The Methlick Style”​ Trevor Berens​
​ ​ from Cape Bretton​ Trish Woods, piano​
 ​ ​ ​ Margot Law, flute 

Welcome & Announcements​ ​ Susan Avery, Worship Committee 

Opening Words​ “Coming Together at Year’s End “​ Neil Saunders​
 ​ ​ by Paul Vachon 

Chalice Lighting​ “A Flame to Light Our Path”​ ​
 ​ ​ by Debra Burrell 

* Hymn #58​ “Ring Out Wild Bells”​ Singing the Living Tradition 

Centering 

* Covenant and Affirmation ​ ​  

Land Acknowledgement​ Susan Avery 

Joys and Sorrows​ ​ Ann Wickham, Lay Minister​
Joys and Sorrows is a time for the things on our hearts and minds to be 
heard by the gathered community. If you would like a follow-up call by a 
lay minister or the minister, email caring@fpc-stow-acton.org. 

Prayer​/Meditation​ ​ June McKnight 

Exploring 

Reading​ “All That We Have Been, All That We Have Become”​ Susan Avery​
 ​ ​ by Leslie Ahuvah Fails 

Burning Bowl Ritual​ ​ Neil Saunders 

Reflection​ “A Guid New Year”​ June McKnight, ​
 ​ ​ Trish Woods 

Sharing Our Gifts ​
This month we share our weekly offering with Boston Area Gleaners.​
You may donate by check made out to First Parish Church, ​
online at fpc-stow-acton.org/donate, or text (978) 310-3309.  

* Please rise in body or in spirit 



Offering​ ​ “Sarabande”​ Trish Woods, piano​
 ​ ​ by Edvard Grieg 

Returning 

* Hymn #163​ “For the Earth Forever Turning”​ Singing the Living​
 ​ ​  Tradition 

* Benediction​ “Let Us Begin Again in Love”​  
​ ​ by Lois Van Leer​  

* Closing Song 

Postlude​ ​ “Auld Lang Syne”​
​ ​ by Robert Burns  

 

*     *     * 

 
Thank you to:​

Sharon Brownfield, Zoom Host​
Jamison House, Marcia Allison, Ushers​
Jeff Brown, Kate Hart, Coffee Host(s)​

Our staff and leadership 

 
To our visitors, thank you for coming! ♥​
We hope you found what you’re looking for and that you’ll return. 
Here’s how to keep connecting with our people and programs: 

●​ Fill out a Visitor Card in your pew or online (QR code)  
●​ Watch these pages for newcomer events: 

o​ Newcomer Coffees - Meet the minister and other 
newcomers 

o​ UU Journey classes - Learn about UU history, 
spirituality, mission, and traditions 

●​ Check out our website, www.fpc-stow-acton.org  ​
There is so much happening at FPC! Our homepage and 
“Church Life” tab detail our events and programs. 

●​ Subscribe to our e-newsletters & email groups (QR code) 



⚞ Today at FPC ⚟ 

After Service: ​ Coffee Hour - Fellowship Hall​
 ​ Stewardship Table, Southeast India Project 

 
⚞ Announcements ⚟ 

Stewardship Campaign End-of-Year Pledging​
Thank you all who have pledged for your generosity. Pledging now is 
important so we can plan for next year’s budget - a budget to sustain 
our home and community. For those of you who have not pledged yet, 
please consider pledging before the end of the year. Here’s how: 

​ Pledge online. It’s easy and secure. Use the QR code or go to 
https://tinyurl.com/pledgeFPC. 

​ Pledge in person at coffee hour. Fill out a pledge card at the 
Stewardship table. 

​ Discuss your pledge with any member of our FPC Stewardship Team: ​
Andy Derr, Sharon Brownfield, Russ Hart, Peter Fiske, Ruth Lull  

 
 

Plate Sharing for December - Boston Area Gleaners (BAG) is 
a nonprofit organization located at Stonefield Farm in Acton dedicated 
to supporting a more equitable, just, and sustainable food system. The 
Gleaners began as a small volunteer effort focused on “gleaning" - 
harvesting surplus crops that would otherwise go to waste - and 
distributing this surplus to those without access to healthy food as a 

way to address food insecurity. Since the early 2000’s, BAG has grown to be the largest 
gleaning organization in the northeast. Along with delivering fresh food to local food 
pantries, shelters, and meal programs across 40 communities in eastern Massachusetts, 
they provide trucking support to other non-profits and farms in need of resources. Their 
vision is to sustain a permanent agricultural supply chain that will improve the viability 
of local farms and the health of people in communities in the Boston metro area who 
have historically suffered from inequity in the food system. Your support is deeply 
appreciated. - Liaison Ellen Kisslinger 

 


